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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

An act to amend "An Act granting additional quarantine powers and imposing addi- 
tional duties upon the Marine-Hospital Service, ' ' approved February fifteenth, eighteen 
hundred and ninety -three. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That an Act granting additional 
quarantine powers and imposing additional duties upon the Marine- 
Hospital Service, approved February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-three, be amended by addition of the following sections : 

"Seo. 10. That the Supervising Surgeon-General, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, is authorized to designate and mark 
the boundaries of the quarantine grounds and quarantine anchorages 
for vessels which are reserved for use at each United States quarantine 
station ; and any vessel or officer of any vessel or other person, other 
than State or municipal health or quarantine officers, trespassing . or 
otherwise entering upon such grounds or anchorages in disregard of 
the quarantine rules and regulations, or without permission of the officer 
in charge of such station, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
subject to arrest, and upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine of 
not more than three hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than 
one year, or both, in the discretion of the court. Any master or owner 
of any vessel, or any person violating any provision of this Act or any 
rule or regulation made in accordance with this Act, relating to inspec- 
tion of vessels or relating to the prevention of the introduction of con- 
tagious or infectious diseases, or any master, owner, or agent of any 
vessel making a false statement relative to the sanitary condition of said 
vessel or its contents or as to the health of any passenger or person 
thereon, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to arrest, 
and upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine of not more than 
five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year, or 
both, in the discretion of the court. 

" Seo. 11. That any vessel sailing from any foreign port without the 
bill of health required by section two of this Act, and arriving within 
the limits of any collection district of the United States, and not enter- 
ing or attempting to enter any port of the United States, shall be sub- 
ject to such quarantine measures as shall be prescribed by regulations 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and the cost of such measures shall 
be a lien on said vessel, to be recovered by proceedings in the proper 
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district court of the United States and in the manner set forth above as 
regards vessels from foreign ports without bills of health and entering 
any port of the United States. 

"Sec. 12. That the medical officers of the United States, duly clothed 
with authority to act as quarantine officers at any port or place within 
the United States, and when performing the said duties, are hereby 
authorized to take declarations and administer oaths in matters pertain- 
ing to the administration of the quarantine laws and regulations of the 
United States." 

Approved March 2, 1901. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

ABSTRACT OP REPLIES RECEIVED IN REPLY TO BEQUEST FOE REPORTS 
ON INFLUENZA (LA GRIPPE). 

[Continued from Public Health Repoets Nos. 6, 7, 8, and 9.] 

Alabama — Mobile. — La grippe has been present since about December 
15, 1900. The disease has not been epidemic, but has prevailed to a very 
considerable extent, about 10 per cent of the population having suffered 
from it. Ten cases have been treated at the Marine- Hospital and 15 by 
office practice. The type of the disease has been mild. Four deaths 
were reported in January. The treatment has been symptomatic. A 
calomel purge, followed by bicarbonate of potash with fluid extract of 
gelseminum, has been found efficacious. 

California — Sacramento. — A mild type of influenza has prevailed in 
California during the past sixty days. No sanitary precautions have been 
taken, and no special line of treatment has been followed. 

San Diego Quarantine Station. — The entire personnel of the station 
have been affected by the disease. The epidemic made its appearance 
about December 25, 1900, the weather at the time being very dry and 
warm. The type is catarrhal, with headache, backache, and muscular 
soreness. The treatment has been with quinine and the coal-tar products. 

Colorado — Denver. — The epidemic began about December 15, 1900, 
increased until about January 10, 1901, and is now disappearing. About 
one-fifth of the population was affected. The most common form was 
the bronchitic, often followed by pneumonia, with extreme prostration. 
Many cases of suppuration of the mastoid were observed, and a wide- 
spread infection of the throat (streptococci) were found. 

Connecticut — LakeviUe.— La grippe has been general throughout the 
State and has been quite fatal with old people. In this section the dis- 
ease has been characterized by severe pains in the head and back. The 
number of cases can not be estimated. 

Delaware — New Castle. — La grippe became epidemic about Decem- 
ber 15, 1900, and appeared on February 15, 1901, to be subsiding, after 
several days of clear weather and fierce northeast gales. There have 
probably been about 500 cases. The type has been mild, but convales- 
cence is prolonged. The larynx has been much involved, with severe 
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headaches and muscular pains. Abdominal pains have been frequent. 
Pulmonary complications have not been frequent and the vital statistics 
of the town show a most remarkable freedom from acute pulmonary- 
diseases. A remarkable feature of the epidemic is the great number of 
cases of catarrhal hepatitis with jaundice. Quite a large percentage of 
cases show at least a little yellow'tinge of the conjunctiva. This phase 
may be worthy of study with the view of gaining some knowledge of 
the pathology and bacteriology of epidemic influenza. The treatment 
has been symptomatic, with rest in bed and isolation where possible, 
good nursing and careful diet, and the administration of coal-tar 
derivatives. 

District of Columbia — Washington. — Since November 21, 1900, 168 
cases have been reported. The height of the epidemic was reached 
during the last week of December, 1900, and the first week of January, 
1901. The cases were neary all of a mild character. The type was 
usually respiratory, associated with the usual muscular soreness, head- 
aches, and with a slight degree of fever. Three deaths have been 
reported. The treatment was symptomatic and generally with calomel, 
the salicylates, and the coal-tar derivatives. The number of cases has 
been diminishing during the past few weeks, and the epidemic is about 
at an end. 

Illinois — Elgin. — La grippe was present in epidemic form during 
the first two weeks of November, 1900, and it has been prevalent during 
the entire winter. At least 500 cases in a population of 23,000 have 
been treated. Muscular symptoms have predominated, pain in the 
back being almost always in evidence. About 5 per cent of the cases 
have been of the nervous type. Sodium salicylate, quinine, Dover's 
powder, camphor, and the coal-tar products, with hygienic treatment 
of the throat and nose, and isolation, constitute the general treatment. 
There have been 8 deaths, principally from complication with pneu- 
monia, acute Bright's disease, and meningitis. There are but few cases 
at present. 

Indiana — Afton. — The disease began in this locality about January 1, 
1901, and it is estimated that 10 per cent of the population have suf- 
fered. It is generally mild in type. The most common forms have 
been the gastro-intestinal, marked by vomiting and diarrhea, and the 
respiratory. The neurotic form is also observed. The treatment has 
been With quinine, phenacetin, Dover's powder, and invariably strych- 
nine, with nourishing diet. The disease is now declining. 

Iowa — Clinton. — Influenza made its appearance in this city about 
October 15, 1900, and became almost at once epidemic, reaching its 
climax about February 1, 1901. The prevailing type has been pulmo- 
nary and cerebral, with quite a large percentage of cases in which the 
digestive and intestinal organs were affected. Four deaths from cere- 
bral abscess have been reported. The number of cases from date of 
outbreak may be estimated at 800 or 1,000, with 15 deaths. The treat- 
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ment has been as varied as the different schools of practice and individ- 
ual preference could suggest, from the bone and muscle punching of the 
osteopath, the absent treatment of the Christian scientist, the wet 
jacket of the hydropath, the laying on of hands of the magnetic healer, 
the similio similibus curantur of the homeopathist, the whisky and 
quinine of the laity, to the rational treatment of the regular school. 
Cerebral sedatives, antiphlogistics, analgesics, cardiac stimulants, calo- 
mel, salol and strychnia have been administered according to the dis- 
cretion of the physician. There were fewer cases among the indigent 
and poorly fed and protected than among the better classes. The deaths 
have been mostly among the aged and those enfeebled by other diseases. 

Louisiana — Bhreveport. — La grippe appeared about November 1, 
1900, and is still prevailing. No preventive measures have been taken. 
The number of cases can not be estimated. The number treated by 
physicians approximates 500. The upper air passages have generally 
been involved. The patients so affected have suffered with intense 
frontal headache, vertigo being a common and distressing symptom. 
Mental depression has been marked. Only 2 deaths from influenza 
have been reported, as against 7 deaths reported during the winter of 
1898-99. The coal-tar preparations, with ammonia, codeine, and alco- 
holics, have been found efficacious. 

Maine — Kennebunk. — Epidemic influenza appeared about January 
20, 1901, and continues to the present time. The percentage of persons 
attacked has been quite large. In some instances whole families have 
been stricken in rapid succession. The type of the disease is severe, 
especially in the aged and those who have not had a previous attack. 
It is largely of the nervous form. There have been 10 deaths from the 
disease or its immediate complications. The treatment has been 
symptomatic, followed by tonics. 

Machias. — La grippe became epidemic about December 15, 1901, and 
is increasing in numbers and severity. It was at first of a mild type, 
lasting only a few days and was usually of the gastrointestinal form 
with muscular pains. At present the type is respiratory. Fatality 
increases at the two extremes of life. Beports from the camps state 
that crews of lumbermen are completely helpless on account of the 
numbers of their force who are ill. Dates in regard to statistics and 
treatment will be reported later. 

Massachusetts — Boston. — During the week ended February 16, 
there were 17 deaths from influenza, 14 of these being in cases compli- 
cated with other diseases. 

Michigan — Greenville. — Influenza appeared about the last of Decem- 
ber, 1900, and has been quite prevalent since that date. Fully one-third 
of the population have suffered from it. The form has been the respira- 
tory. The treatment has been symptomatic. Mortality is small. 

Nebraska — Beatrice. — There are no means of estimating the number 
of cases of la grippe in the State. Probably about three-fourths of the 
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population have suffered. This estimate is founded on the status of the 
epidemic at Beatrice. The type of the disease is mild and the epidemic 
seems to be subsiding. 

New Jersey — Passaic. — The cases of la grippe have been consid- 
erable in number but mild in character. The mortality is almost nil. 
The first case observed occurred in November, 1900. Present conditions 
are very favorable. 

New York — Elmira. — Influenza appeared in mild form about Decem- 
ber 1, 1900, becoming epidemic and of a severe type about December 
15. The form was generally respiratory. 

Oneonta. — La grippe began to be pronounced about December 25, 
1900, and became epidemic about January 1, 1901. The type of the 
disease has been mild, in some cases having a marked catarrhal tendency, 
in others bronchial manifestations. There have been no deaths from 
la grippe uncomplicated with other affections. The disease has been 
milder and with fewer deaths than in past epidemics. The treatment 
has been symptomatic. The number of cases may be estimated at about 
500. The epidemic is now on the decline. 

Tonawanda. — La grippe appeared about January 1, 1901. The num- 
ber of cases can not be stated, but the disease has been quite prevalent. 
It has lately diminished. Treatment has been symptomatic. Anal- 
gesics are indicated in most cases, with stimulants, especially cardiac, 
tonics when needed, and expectorants. Mortality has been nil. 

North Carolina. — The disease is generally prevalent, but data can 
not be given, for the reason that reports are not made to the health 
office. 

Ohio — Toledo. — La grippe made its appearance about the middle of 
November, 1900, since which time it has steadily increased, especially 
during the month of January, 1901, both in numbers and severity. At 
least 25,000 persons are estimated as having been affected by it. The 
respiratory form predominates. The treatment has been isolation and 
disinfection of the excretions. The disease yields to the coal-tar prod- 
ucts and supportive treatment. No deaths from influenza are reported. 

Oregon — Astoria. — La grippe made its first appearance in the winter 
of 1889-90. Its type was then respiratory, and several deaths were 
caused by it, but no statistics in regard to it were kept. Since that 
time it has been present every winter, but in less severe form. During 
the present winter the manifestations have been of the respiratory 
tract, stomach, and liver. Some cases have presented marked icterus. 
The type has been mild. 

Pennsylvania — Erie. — Since its appearance, about January 10, there 
have been about 1,000 or 1,200 cases of la grippe. The disease has 
been of a mild type, and no deaths have been caused directly by it, 
although it has undoubtedly caused a fatal termination of other diseases. 

Marietta — It is doubtful if any cases that could be called genuine 
la grippe have occurred. 
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Pittsburg. — La grippe began to be prevalent dnring the month of 
December, 1900. One death occurred during the last week of the 
month named. The number of cases can not be estimated. The mor- 
tality from the disease has been as follows : December, 1900, 1 ; Janu- 
ary, 1901, 38; February, 1901, to date, 13; total, 52. 

South Carolina — Florence. — The disease has been very prevalent 
over the whole State, usually in a mild form, except in infants and the 
very aged. The treatment has been with salicylates, quinine, and coal- 
tar preparations, followed by stimulants and heart tonics. 

Tennessee — Memphis. — Influenza appeared during the late fall months 
of 1900, and although quite prevalent, is not nearly as widespread as in 
former epidemics. It is impossible to give any approximately accurate 
estimate of the number of cases and deaths. It is usually attended by 
neuralgic and rheumatic manifestations which yield quite readily to 
sodium salicylates. 

Texas — Burnet. — La grippe appeared about January 10, 1901. About 
300 cases have occurred to date. Three deaths have occurred in which 
la grippe was complicated with pneumonia. A simple treatment has 
been followed, consisting generally of rest in bed, with some anodyne, 
an antipyretic, purge and prompt tonic. 

Bogle Pass. — Epidemic la grippe began about December 15, 1900, and 
at the present time there are remaining about a dozen cases. About 50 
per cent of the population have been attacked. Of the cases, 85 per 
cent were of the bronchial type ; 16 per cent were characterized by 
neuralgic pains and other nervous manifestations, with absence of fever 
and cough, and with slow convalescence. Pneumonia was a complica- 
tion of 2 per cent of all cases. No deaths were directly traceable to 
la grippe. Treatment was with quinine, calomel, and coal-tar deriva- 
tives. 

Marshall. — La grippe appeared in this county about December 1, 
1900. It continued with increasing severity and numbers until two or 
three weeks ago, when considerable abatement was observed. The 
type has varied from the mild to the severe, with high fever and com- 
plications of pneumonia, gastro-enteritis, otitis media, tonsillitis, and 
various forms of complication. About 10 per cent of the population 
have suffered, of which number 5 per cent have died. The treatment 
has been symptomatic, and no sanitary precautions have been taken. 

Boans Prairie. — A very mild form of la grippe is prevalent. It made 
its appearance about January 25, 1901, and has spread over the entire 
county. No death from this cause is reported in a population of from 
15,000 to 20,000. The treatment has been rest in bed, with a purge, 
followed by quinine and alcohol, and cold water for high pyrexia. 

Virginia — Fredericksburg. — Influenza appeared in a sporadic form 
in the early part of January, becoming epidemic early in February, 
affecting one-tenth of the population at one time. The most prominent 
feature of the disease was great debility, with rheumatic and neuralgic 
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symptoms, incapacitating the patient from moving in bed. Strychnine, 
quinine, and whisky have proved efficacious. There have been no 
complications involving the lungs or heart. 

West Virginia — Fellowsville. — La grippe of the respiratory type 
prevails in this locality. It appeared about January 1, 1901. There 
have been very few deaths. The complication has been pneumonia. 
The treatment has been with the coal-tar preparations and cough seda- 
tives combined with creosote. 

Wyoming — Rock Springs. — No la grippe known to exist in this 
section. 

Smallpox in San Francisco, Gal. 

San Fbanoisoo, Oal., February 18, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report 8 cases of smallpox now under treat- 
ment at the pesthouse of the city and county hospital, San Francisco. 
One other case was recently discharged as recovered. 

These cases have been taken during the past ten days from houses in 
various parts of the city by the municipal health officer, who informs 
me that in each case the attendants were vaccinated and the houses 
fumigated and quarantined. No apprehension is felt, and it is believed 
that the situation is well in hand. The origin of the infection is as yet 
unknown. 

This office has heard rumors of smallpox in adjoining cities (Alameda, 
Oakland, and Berkeley), but has not, as yet, been able to verify them. 
Eespectfully, James M. Gassaway, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., In Command. 

Smallpox in Cairo, III. 

Cairo, III., February 2S, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to report for the week ended February 23, 
1901, 6 new cases of smallpox in this city. 

Number of cases under treatment at beginning of week, 7 ; new cases 
during week, 6; discharged during week, 6; remaining at end of 
week 7. 

Total cases December 22, 1900, to February 23, 1901, 39. No deaths. 

While making morning sick call on the 20th instant, a colored patient 
in ward B was found with a beginning macular eruption upon the fore- 
head, forearms, legs, back, etc. He had given a history of repeated 
chills, headache, nausea, and diarrhea. When admitted at 2 p. m. the 
preceding day, Interne Funk had the patient's clothes removed for 
physical examination, at which time there was no eruption. Even on 
the morning of the 20th it was barely noticeable, but as several smallpox 
patients have presented themselves for treatment at this office during 
the last two years, anyone with the suspicion of an eruption is closely 
scrutinized. 

At this time (the morning of the 20th) the patient felt worse than 
when admitted, complained for first time that sore throat, headache and 
backache were worse, and he felt rather ill. He had been vaccinated 
but once, and then without success. Had been in and about south- 
eastern Arkansas until a week ago, when he came north via Memphis. 

Ever since smallpox reappeared in this city, last November, every 
one on the reservation, officers, attendants, and patients, have been 



